 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1GOODWINS IN KENTUCKY — NOTES
Marriage Record from Trigg County Courthouse --- W.A. Goodwin and Francis E. Adams married November 11, 1856.   My Great Grandparents.    

Trigg County Sct    

I do certify that the rite of matrimony was this day legally solemnized between Wm. A. Goodwin and Francis E. Adams at the home of Mrs E. Adams in the presence of Thomas Minton and John Banister.

Given under my hand this 6th day of Nov. 1856                                   J.F. White

Dividing the property of Jesse Adams, my Great-Great Grandfather, after his death.  His widow,  Elizabeth Adams, mother of Francis E. Adams above, continued to live on the property.
Wm. A. Goodwin & wife deed to S.W. Adams—Examined & Delivered to owner 27, June, 1860.  

For and in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars to us, Francis Elizabeth Goodwin (late Adams) and husband W.A. Goodwin, in hand paid, we have this day sold and conveyed to S.W. Adams his heirs all of our right, title and interest in and to the tract of land on Muddy Fork on which Jesse Adams did reside in his lifetime and on which his widow now resides, and also the interest we have in the 20 acre tract of timbered land that deceased purchased of Matt Adams, said interest in said 2 tracts of land being one equal interest with the other heirs of deceased Jesse Adams, at the death of said widow, being the mother of said Francis Elizabeth Goodwin and said S.W. Adams, together with the other heirs of deceased, and this deed is intended to convey all our interest in said two pieces of land by general warrantee forever, this 4 day of February 1860.

Witness                                                                                               Francis E. Goodwin

W. Ritahie                                                                                           W.A. Goodwin     

State of Kentucky

Trigg County Sct

I, Alfred B. Dyer, clerk of the County Court for the County aforesaid, do certify that this deed from Francis Elizabeth Goodwin and her husband Wm. A. Goodwin to S. W. Adams was this day acknowledged before me in said County by said grantors each to be their act and deed and has been duly admitted to record in my office .

February 1860                                                                                    A.B. Dyer  

The sale of 98 acres to Wm. A. Goodwin and Francis Goodwin, my Great Grandparents, from S.W. Adams, Francis’ brother.  It is possibly a part of the above settlement.  This is the farm where the four Goodwin children, including my grandfather George W. Goodwin, were raised.  I believe it is the same property.  The farm stayed in the family for many years.  Willie Mae, their youngest daughter, her husband, S. Nep Ladd, and her blind brother, William Fletcher Goodwin, lived there all of their lives.  Willie Mae died in 1951at age 85.     
This Indenture made this 19 March, 1860, Between S.W. Adams of the one part and W.A. Goodwin of the other part all of  Trigg County, Ky. witnesses that the said Adams for and in consideration of the Sum of Three hundred and fifty four dollars in hand, paid the receipt which is hereby acknowledged, doth sell and hereby convey to the said W.A. Goodwin in the following tract or parcel of land.  Bounded as follows to wit.  Beginning at the white oak marked A.  Thence N.40E. 91 paces to a stake with two Spanish oaks & a Black oak painted which is also Wm. Whaton’s corner.  Thence N.18E. 260 paces to a large white oak.  Thence S.36½W. 285 1/4  paces to 2 small black oaks & a Spanish oak  Thence N.88W. 44 paces to a stake with 2 white oaks growing from one root and a Black gum painted.  Thence S.88E. 21 36/100 (21.36) paces to a stake.  Thence to N.36 1/2E. 15 paces to a stake.  Thence S.45E. 77 paces to the beginning.  Containing ninety eight acres by actual survey to have and to hold the aforesaid land together with the appurtenances there use to as pertaining to unto the said Goodwin his heirs and assigns forever.  The said Adams hereby warranting the title to the said land with special warrantee in the consideration of the said bargain and sale the said S.W. Adams hath here unto set his hand the day and date above written.

                                                                                                          S.W. Adams

State of Kentucky

Trigg County Sct

I, Alfred B. Dyer, clerk of the County Court aforesaid do certify that this deed from S.W. Adams to Wm. A. Goodwin was this day acknowledged before me in my office by said Adams to be his act and deed and has been recorded in said office this the 19 March, 1860.

                                                                                                         A.B. Dyer 

                                                                                                         By R.D. Baker  D.C.

Final settlement of the estate of William A. Goodwin, my Great Grandfather.  I note he left my Great Grandmother $48.00.  This apparently didn’t include the land they lived on as it stayed in the family for many years.  

H.C. Adams Admr. of W.A. Goodwin, Died In acpt (?) with said decedents estate.

                         Amount of sales Bill                                                 129.02         

                         No 2    Wilford & Jagoo    acft            16.60      

                               3    Francis E. Goodwin   acft        48.00

                               4    J.G. Jefferson for bill                 7.40 

                                     Allowance for Admr                10.00   

                                     J.G. Jefferson this _ _ _              1.75

                                     Co Judge for this  _ _ _              1.00            109.47

                                                                                                          ---------

                                                                                                         $ 19.57

State of Kentucky:

County of Trigg: Sct

I , J.E. Kelly, Judge of the Trigg County Court do certify that I have this day settled the acfts of H.C. Adams, Admr. of W.A. Goodwin, Died as per voucher filed which shows a balance in his hands due said Estate of the sum of $19.57 this Sept 11th 1889.

                                                                                                        J.E. Kelly Judge   

                                                                                                        Trigg County Court  

State Of Kentucky

Trigg County Sct

I, John G. Jefferson, Clerk of the Trigg County Court do certify that the foregoing Settlement was on the 14th day of October 1889, returned into said Court and ordered to be filed and continued for exceptions and none being taken hereto, the same was this day taken up examined, approved and ordered to be recorded, all of which has been duly done in my office.  Given under my hand this 11th day of November 1889.

                                                                                                         John G. Jefferson Clerk

G.W. Goodwin and Walter Goodwin - Night Rider Activities
Was Grandpa a Night Rider or was he a “Hillbilly” who would not join in the vigilantism and the violence of the group?  Based on two known facts I believe he was not a Night Rider.  The first is the fact that Walter, his son, at age 23, was shot after he gave testimony to a judge about Night Rider activities.  The second was what Aunt Anna Baker (Goodwin) told me that she remembered when her dad was shot that soldiers came to the house to protect him before he died.  These were Federal troops, or State militia, who were called by the authorities to help control Night Rider activities.  Aunt Anna would have been five years old at the time and I don’t know how correctly she would have remembered.  I assume she did remember.  The soldiers would not have been there to protect anyone who was a Night Rider.          

The Black Patch
The counties in western Kentucky, including Trigg county, and Tennessee were known as the Black Patch for the dark fired variety of tobacco that grew there.  It was grown mostly to be made into snuff, chewing tobacco and cigars.  Lighter tobacco, grown in other areas, usually was made into cigarettes.  

Farmers ranged from owners of large plantations where laborers , often blacks descended from slave ancestors, did the all of the work, to tenant farmers who worked directly for and shared their crop with the owners of the property.  There were also yeomen farmers who owned or rented their farms and did the work themselves.  They were helped by family members and often shared chores with their neighbors.  Large families were an asset for both tenant farmers and yeomen farmers.      

George W. Goodwin was either a tenant farmer or a yeoman farmer.  I’m inclined to believe that he was a yeoman farmer, renting ground but never actually owning his own farm.  My belief is based on the fact that his parents owned their 98 acre farm (see above) which they bought in 1860.  It stayed in the family for many years.  Being raised on a farm owned by your parents would, I believe, inspire you to want to work your own place and be your own boss.  I don’t believe he would have been suited to be a tenant farmer, constantly being told what, how much, and were to plant the crop.  I  believe he had the same independent streak that his sons had and some of his grandsons have.  This  independence, not always a good quality, may have caused his death if he did, in fact, defy the vigilantism of the Night Riders.

The Tobacco Crop
Tobacco was the traditional cash crop.  When the tobacco crop was taken to the market the farmer was paid in cash.  No other crop could produce as much money per acre.  Corn, hogs, wheat, alfalfa, etc. were often grown for the farmer’s own use, either to be fed to livestock or used by the family.  A farmer was judged by his neighbors as to the quality of his tobacco and he took great pride in the results of his labor.  Local farmers, and tobacco buyers, could often look at tobacco in a warehouse and tell exactly whose crop it was.  Farmers viewed the price assigned to their crop not primarily as the result of market forces but as a judgement of their skills. 

A farmer first started his crop in a plant bed.  Timber was cut and piled on the plant bed and burned to sterilize the ground, then it was worked with hoes.  A farmer “fixed” his plant bed better than you fixed your garden.  When he had finished, the ground was a smooth as a floor.  He then planted the tiny seeds by scattering one heaping tablespoon per 100 square yards.

Aunt Anna told me how the Night Riders would come around at night and scrape the plant beds of farmers who wouldn’t join with the Night Riders.  She didn’t say specifically, but I assumed she meant they did it to her dad’s plant beds as we were discussing his being shot.  Once the beds were scraped they were destroyed and the farmer could not plant a crop that year unless he could borrow seedlings from a sympathetic neighbor.  This was the first I heard of plant bed scraping but I have since read a lot about it in the three books I have read about the Night Riders.   

While the seeds grew in the plant beds, the farmer plowed and re-plowed the land where the seedlings would be replanted.  Workers, often including children, drew the seedlings from the plant bed and 

set them in the field.  As the plants grew, workers bent over hoes day after day from mid-June until mid-July to clear out weeds.  Then, every day, except Sunday, until mid-August, they removed  the tobacco worms from each plant and squashed them.  These worms could riddle the leaves.       

When the plants had eight to twelve leaves, the growers topped their plants — broke the top off of each plant as it was buttoning (budding) to strengthen the plants leaves.  A few days after topping,  suckers grew out from each leaf. These were pulled off during the hottest time of the year.  The plants left the workers covered with sticky tobacco gum, which some removed using green tomatoes.  Many found the odor of green tobacco sickening.  This was bending over all day, back-breaking work.  

Women often joined their husbands and fathers in the fields, especially when worms began eating the plants.  Tobacco farmers also developed close ties with their neighbors because they swapped off working on each other’s farms. 

When the plant was fully ripe, the grower split the stalk almost to the ground, cut it off at the base and turned it upside down over it’s stump.  After the plants wilted they  were picked up and hauled to the barn where they were suspended on sticks inside the barn as high as they could be stacked. When this had been completed the barn doors were closed and a smoldering fire of hickory logs, which the farmers cut and hauled themselves, was built on the dirt barn floor to cure the tobacco.  

When, after a day or so, this process was completed, the farmer pulled the leaves from the stalks and sorted them by grades, ready for market.  By that time the farmer had already started a burning bed for his next crop.  Growing tobacco was a labor intensive crop, so having a large family, especially boys, was an asset.                

When Grandpa Died
The first time I heard these stories was in Kentucky when we were visiting my cousin Lorine Durham 

(Goodwin) August 18, 1998.  I had heard that Grandpa had been shot by the Night Riders but not under the circumstances she described.

Lorine told us that Grandpa Goodwin and his son, Walter Goodwin, who was 23 at the time, were both shot by the Night Riders at the same time.  Grandpa shot in the stomach and Walter in the neck. 

Information that I received later (actual accounts in the Cadiz Record of Walter being shot) made no mention of Grandpa being with him.  I don’t believe he was. 

Grandpa died on January 20, 1909,  (The 30th is recorded in the old family bible — His tombstone says the 20th)

She also told us a deep snow was on the ground when he died and they couldn’t get anyone to bury Grandpa so the older boys, who were uncles Walter, Chester and Clem, loaded the coffin on a wagon and transported him to the Adams Cemetery where they dug the grave and buried him.  Based on the description of where they were living, from his obituary, and the location of the Adams Cemetery, also described in the obituary, and using a map, I estimate that this was a distance of 10-12 miles.  Quite a distance under those circumstances.    

Quoting in part from the obituary:  Mr George W. Goodwin died last Saturday night at his home on the place of the Hillman Land and Iron Company across the river two miles from Rock Castle in the edge of Lyon county......The remains were buried Monday at the Adams graveyard four miles north of Cadiz.       

This is the place where they lived called “Center Furnace” after the large iron ore furnace located there.  There is also information that the place they were living was called “The Collins Place”.

I have no actual information that he was shot but based on the family legend that he was, I believe he probably was.  Aunt Pansy, who was born after he died, said in August 1998, that she knew nothing about his being shot but that she had also heard the story. 

Murray State University, Murray, Kentucky, has the microfilm of the old Cadiz Record newspaper from that era in their library that is open to the public.  Research there might possibly turn up some information.  Any volunteers? 

The American Tobacco Company (The Trust)
In the last part of the 19th century, and the first part of the 20th century, the American Tobacco Company formed a “Trust” by purchasing five formerly competing cigarette manufactures and later bought their rivals in the chewing tobacco market.  They controlled every sale of tobacco products except cigars.  The foreign tobacco companies soon followed with the same methods controlling the sale of tobacco to foreign markets.  With control of sales, and no competition, they created a monopoly and controlled the price paid to farmers for their tobacco crop.    

Prior to this time farmers had numerous buyers to sell their crop to.  There were buyers representing various tobacco companies and also  local merchants often bought the tobacco crop from several farmers taking the risk of selling it themselves.  The merchants often advanced money to the farmers  before the crop was actually harvested.  There was competition and prices remained relative stable.  The system worked well for the farmers, the merchants and the buyers.  The buyers were local men who knew the farmers and the farmers respected the buyer’s knowledge of tobacco.  If the buyer gave you a low price for your crop, it was because the quality of your tobacco was low.

The Trust changed all of this.  They brought in their own buyers who offered the farmers prices that didn’t cover the cost of raising the tobacco, much less making a profit.  The farmers now confronted arrogant, domineering buyers.  They perceived this as a challenge to their position and status in the community.                

The Planter’s Protective Association (PPA)
The farmers, planters and merchants of western Kentucky and Tennessee formed their own organization, The Planter’s Protective Association (PPA), to combat the Trust.  Prominent local men headed up the organization with members that were not only farmers and planters but bankers, warehousemen, judges, doctors, merchants, and in some cases, lawmen.  Their purpose was to control the tobacco crop by having farmers consign their crop to the PPA to be held in their warehouses, and off of the market, until a decent price could be obtained.  The tobacco sometimes sat in the warehouses for a year before it was sold, causing financial hardship for many.  

Without almost 100% cooperation of the farmers, the plan would not be a success.  Although a majority of farmers joined, there were quite a few who didn’t — for whatever reason.  They were independent and were willing to take their chances alone. They didn’t like being part of an organization that told them what to do with their crop.  Many were farming land that their grandparents, or parents, had homesteaded, cleared and fought Indians to keep.  They were fiercely independent.  They were referred to as “Hillbillies”.  The Trust then came around to some of these farmers and paid them a good price for their crop, which inflamed the members of the PPA.             

The Night Riders   

Within the ranks of the PPA , although not officially recognized,  some of the men began to form into groups of masked horsemen who rode to farmer’s houses at night and to try to convince them to join the organization.  They were dubbed Night Riders.  At first it was just persuasion and then publicly embarrassing and humiliating the farmers if they were known to be dealing with a non-PPA buyer.  Next they came at night and scraped the farmers seed bed to prevent him from planting a crop that year.  When these tactics didn’t work they burned his barn or worse, called him out of his house and whipped him in view of his family.  

Later they began burning warehouses full of tobacco that belonged to the Trust.  When men started fighting back, men on both sides were killed.  The vigilantly methods were virtually ignored by local authorities and any case brought to trial could not be won as any jury seated contained farmers and farmer sympathizers. 

In time, as the violence increased, local support began to fade.  After several years the local militia, and State and Federal troops were brought in to end the violence.  By 1910 the PPA and the Night Riders , formed around 1900, were basically dead.  

The Courts

Around 1910 the Federal courts ruled that The American Tobacco Company was a monopoly and in violation of the law.  Up until this time the many cases that were brought before the court against the Trust had been dismissed.

George Raymond (Ray) Goodwin   1999
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