       JAMES HIGDEN and SARAH ANN STONE
James Higden and Sarah Ann (Breeding) Stone were married November 29, 1855 in Greene County, Illinois.  He was 22 and she was 18.  They were farmers who, except for a few years in Nebraska, lived their entire lives in and around Greene and Macoupin counties.  Their fifth child, of six children, was Buel Webster Stone, my grandfather.    

In the 1860 census James 27 and Sarah 23 with their first child, George Washington, age 3, were living in Macoupin, County.  James’ occupation is listed as farmer.  James’ brother, Noah M. Stone, also a farmer, is living nearby with his wife Eliza and their five children.  

On August 13, 1862 James H. Stone enlisted in the Union Army from Scottsville, Illinois.  Here is what it says about him in the Muster and Descriptive Roll of Company B, 122nd Illinois Infantry: 
“James H. Stone, Corporal, age 28, 5’9 & ¼” height, auburn hair, blue eyes, married, born Lincoln County, Tennessee, enlisted for three years, mustered into service September 4, 1862 by Captain Ewing, at Carlinville, Illinois,  residence, Macoupin County.” 

“Remarks:  Deserted December 25, 1862, near Trenton, Tennessee.”

The Regiment arrived at Trenton, Tennessee, October 12, 1862 where they were assigned to General G.M. Dodge. Their assignment was to protect the railroad and railroad repair crews who were repairing damage done by rebel forces.  On December 23, the hospital at Trenton was captured by a rebel cavalry force and the sick, and the soldiers guarding them, were taken prisoners.  Three officers and 60 enlisted men of the 122nd were taken prisoner.  On December 25, Christmas Day, James either deserted or was captured.  It’s not clear as to whether he was captured or not.  More on that below.  The fighting was pretty bad and when it was over he may have just gone home.  I’m not excusing him but I can see how it might happen…especially on Christmas Day.  
James returned home to Macoupin County and returned to farming.  At some point they moved to Greene County where, between 1864 and 1874, five more children were born, making a total of six children.    
In the 1870 census they were living and farming around Roodhouse in Greene County with five children.  Their youngest and last child, Lora, had not been born at that time.  . The children were George, Emma, Josiah, Belle and Buel.  

The 1880 census finds the family in Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska with six children including Lora, their last child, born in 1874.  I have no actual proof but I believe, like many folks, they went there to homestead.  At that time 160 acres of public land could be homesteaded by settling the land, building a house and improving the property for five years.  The weather was harsh and the land poor so many homesteaders failed.  At the end of five years, if they were still there, the land was theirs free and clear. 
On February 20, 1886 James died at his daughter’s house at age 53.  His body was shipped back to Greene County for burial.  His obituary says he was age 55 but all other data indicates that he was 53.
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Died. Stone – At the residence of his daughter, Mrs. William Walker, 130 South Thirteenth Street, of liver complaint, J.H. Stone, age fifty-five years.  The remains will leave this morning for Roodhouse, Ill. for internment.

The daughter above was Emma who would have been age 26.  She had previously married James I. Moore May 25, 1882 in Greene County.  He apparently had died or they were divorced.      
A note attached to the casket by the attending doctor, whose name is illegible, says…” I certify that James H. Stone died of Pneu…(portion torn off - probably means pneumonia)   
and this disease is not infectious or contagious”.  There was no indication of where he was to be buried in Greene County. 
On September 29, 1890 Sarah Ann applied for a widow’s pension under the new Civil War Pension Act of June 27, 1890.  This was four and a half years after James’ death and 24 years after he left the army.  Two main provisions of the act were:  minimum 90 days active service and honorably discharged.    On the Honorably Discharged line of the form was written the following:  “Was taken prisoner in Tennessee and Paroled home”.  The rest of the form verified their marriage, her age 53, residence Roodhouse, where he enlisted, etc. and the number of dependant children living at home.  One child, her youngest Lora, who was 15, was listed.  The Declaration for Widow’s Pension was signed by Sarah Ann, witnessed, notarized and submitted to the U.S. Pension Office in Washington, DC.  A certificate of their marriage was also submitted.    
On November 3, 1890 a General Affidavit was submitted to the pension office with a sworn statement as follows:   “Have known Mrs. Sarah A. Stone for twelve years or upwards and know that she has no income of any kind and that the only property she owns is a few household goods.  That the said Sarah A. Stone has never remarried nor abandoned the support of any of her children”.       
Signed:  Francis M. Allred   age 47, resident of Roodhouse, Greene County, Illinois
Francis Allred (also spelled Alred in some cases) was the father-in-law of two of her children.
On January 8, 1891 another General Affidavit was submitted to the pension office verifying the death of James in Lincoln, Nebraska and the note pinned to his coffin from the attending physician was forwarded along with the affidavit.  Sarah Ann was living in White Hall at this time.  White Hall, Roodhouse and Wilmington are all in the same general area in Greene County.  With no income she and her daughter Lora were probably living around with some of her married children.  

June 27, 1891 the U.S. Bureau of Pensions office received the request and forwarded it to the War Department for verification of service.  On July 1, 1891 the War Department returned the request to the pension office with the following note:   “deserted Dec 25, 1862 near Trenton, Tenn”.        
July 11, 1891 the pension office was asked to remove the charge of desertion.   October 4, 1891 the pension board forwarded the request to the War Department.  On October 6, 1891 the War Department replied that if any new information was presented to warrant removal of the charge it would be thoroughly investigated.  The answer was no.

The file was stamped ABANDONED. 
James’ Compiled Service Record doesn’t have a lot of information except the dates he enlisted and the date he was considered to have deserted.  Along with the other papers in the file was one entitled “Memorandum from Prisoner of War Records” This document clearly shows that he had been a prisoner.  Here’s what it says: (Italics is the handwritten data on the form:) 

Name Stone J.H.  Captured at Parker X (Cross) Road Dresden, Tenn. between Dec. 25/62 and Jan 9/63.  Confined at Richmond, Va.  Paroled at (illegible) March 6, 1863.      
Reported to Camp Parole Md.

So Sarah Ann was telling the truth when she said he had been captured and paroled and that may be all she had known.  I think possibly the Confederates did capture him and later paroled him and told him to go home…and he did just that.  Whether his own Union Army would recognize that at the time is unknown.  Unfortunately the records still list him as a deserter.  
Sarah Ann next appears in the 1900 Greene County census living with her son, George W. age 42, who is head of household along with his son Claud M. age 8 and Sarah Ann age 63, listed as mother.  George’s wife, Mary Ellen (Molly) Alred , who he had married in Morgan County in 1880, had apparently died by this time.   
Sarah Ann (Breeding) Stone died May 22, 1909, at age 72, at the home of her daughter, Lora Alred.  She was living at Pleasant Point near Greenfield.  She is believed to be buried in Fernwood Cemetery in Roodhouse.  

Documents from the National Archives:  James H. Stone’s Compiled Military Service
File and Sarah Ann Stone’s Declaration for Widow’s Pension. (Obtained 2005)  

George Raymond (Ray) Goodwin
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