 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RELATED STONE HISTORY INFORMATION
Matilda Stone’s Obituary (my great-great grandmother) from the White Hall Register — Friday March 3, 1893 White Hall, Greene County, IL.  Copied by Sue B. Eyerly in 1985.  She is some sort of a distant relative...I haven’t figured out just what yet.  Notes in (  ) are mine.  I got this information from the Greene County Historical and Genealogical Society in Carrollton, IL.  I copied it as written.

Matilda Weaver-Stone, born near Memphis, Tennessee, September 15, 1793 (1) departed this life at the home of her son, Joseph (2), near Sarcoxie, Missouri February 1893.  She made a profession of religion at the age of 15 years and died a strong believer of the faith; was a member of the Baptist Church in Wilmington ever since her arrival in this state.  She was married to Micajah Stone in Tennessee and resulting from this union were seven children; five sons and two daughters, namely: Craven, William, Noah, Joseph, James, Elizabeth, the wife of A.J. Fields, and Ann.  Grandma Stone came to Illinois in 1844 (3) on foot, bringing her seven children through the wilds of Kentucky and over the prairies of Illinois landing at Wilmington, Greene County where she has lived until two years ago when she moved to her son’s in Missouri. 

She was well-known and respected as one of the oldest settlers in Greene County.  Many friends and relatives have thought her dead for some time, but now we herald the sad tidings of her recent demise and say that her life has been one of usefulness and good will to her fellow man, till full of years she has fallen asleep in the Lord.
(1) My information shows that she was born in Rutherford County, Tennessee.  The 1880 Greene County census records shows her as age 76, at that time, making her birth date in 1804.  I believe September 15, 1793 is her husband, Micajah’s, birthday.  If she had been born in 1793 she would have been 99, almost 100.  I believe the obituary would have made mention of that fact.  She was actually 89 when she died.   

(2) He was known as Joe but all the records show his name as Josiah, not Joseph.

(3) This is also not correct.  Matilda is listed in the 1840 Greene County census, Wilmington Precinct, as Head of Household with eight children.  Also in her son Noah’s biography he states that the family came to Greene County from Tennessee in 1836.

The following note, written by Sue B. (Stone) Eyerly, was at the bottom of the above obituary:

My grandfather, Arwood Stone, remembers being taken once by his father, McCager Stone, (4) to Sarcoxie, Missouri when he was a small child to see his Great Uncle Joe (who had the prettiest wife he had ever seen) and that there was an old wizened-up woman who sat in the corner of the room and ordered everyone about.  He never, in telling of the incident, gave the slightest indication that the old woman was his great grandmother, but when my mother and I found this obituary in White Hall she repeated the story and we deduced that Arwood had probably seen his great grandmother once in his lifetime, but since she died in 1893 when he eight years old, and had been living with Uncle Joe for two years, he could have been as young as six when the meeting occurred, and he may have never realized that the “wizened-up” old soul was his great grandmother.           

(4) McCager Stone was a first cousin to my grandfather Buel Stone.

Noah M. Stone’s biography from the 1879 Greene County History.  Noah was James Higden’s older brother.  When this biography was written, Noah was still living.

STONE, N.M. farmer and stock raiser, Section 29, P.O. Roodhouse.  Mr Stone is a native of Tennessee born in 1830, (5) the third child of Micajah and Matilda Stone who emigrated to Greene County in 1836, where land was settled upon.  The head of the family passed away during the early infancy of the subject of this sketch who it then became incumbent upon to contribute towards the family support.  When the war broke out with Mexico he enlisted in Company C, 1st Regiment, Illinois Volunteers, a participant in the famous battle of Buena Vista.  He was an intimate friend of that daring officer, Colonel J.J. Hardin.  When the war was closed he returned to Greene County renting farm property until such time as he became enabled to purchase.  In 1847 he was united in marriage to Miss Eliza J. Hicks, a daughter of Vinas Hicks, by whom he had eleven children, eight of whom are living, whose names we here append: William A., Robert, Angeline, Winnin C. and Jessie B.  Mr Stone is the owner of 80 acres of valuable land. 

(5) His marriage license and census records indicate that he was born in 1828-29.

One other interesting thing about Noah, and his wife Eliza, is that they were married twice.  First on  December 16, 1847.  Then, after 40 years of marriage, on September 2, 1887, they were divorced.

On November 27, 1895 after eight years, when they were 66 and 68, they were married again.  She died two years later.  There must have been some compelling reasons for their divorce and then their re-marriage. 

She was the daughter of Vinas Hicks and Elizabeth Tunnell.              

Lora Stone: From a newspaper article in the Roodhouse Record Thursday June 28, 1928. 

Death from acute alcoholism was the verdict of the coroner’s jury last Thursday evening, inquiring into the death of Mrs. Lora Alred, whose lifeless body was found in the home of her son, Omer, in White Hall at 2:30 Wednesday afternoon June 20.  Evidence disclosed the presence of liquor in the Alred home Tuesday night and Wednesday at a gathering of the family and some friends.  All the party drove to Roodhouse shortly before noon on Wednesday, and returning to White Hall about 2:30 found her dead lying on the kitchen floor.  Dr Jarman testified that she had been dead about an hour when found.  Funeral services were held Friday afternoon and the remains brought to Roodhouse for burial.  She was 54 years old, widow of Joseph Alred.  Several children survive her.    

Lora was Buel Stone’s younger sister.

Sarah Ann (Breeding) Stone: From the files of the Greene County Historical and Genealogical Society, Carrollton, IL.

May 28, 1909 Mrs. Sarah A. Stone buried at Roodhouse age 72 died at the home of her daughter Mrs. Joseph Alred.  Mrs. Stone of Pleasant Point.  

Sarah, my great grandmother, was the wife of James Higden Stone and Buel Stone’s mother. Pleasant Point was near Greenfield, IL.
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