Guidelines for  Sustainable Landscaping Practices – 

Shilo Nielsen
Air 
· Use hand mowers, clippers, brooms instead of power equipment when possible. Keep power tools sharp and tuned in good condition to minimize impact.
·  Shade trees reduce cooling needs.

· Plants release O2 and absorb CO2.

Water  
· No runoff from watering! Use a timer that can schedule multiple waterings of less time, in one day, to facilitate maximum water penetration with no runoff.

· Chemical fertilizers only put small amount amount into the root zone, the rest washes away. Bad application, overspray, overwater make it worse.
· Pesticides found in urban water sources is astounding.  Most from home use, not  agriculture.

Some sources are major – chemical used in Flea control, cockroach and ant bait, and termite control are quite high.

· Impervious surfaces deflect and divert rainwater in a bad way.

· IPM! little ( or no) pesticides.  See Integrated Pest Management at ipm.ucdavis.edu
· Dog doo! Major source of water contamination especially in urban areas. Pick up after your pets.
· Rainwater collection, rain gardens. Keep water on site, don’t direct all downspouts out to the gutters. Use the water!

· Planting food, for instance Lettuce –  when grown in big ag they use field flooding, multiple washings, and use roughly 3x more than the same head of lettuce grown in  a home garden.
· Irrigation Scheduling Involves Applying the Right Amount of Water at the Right Time. See an expert at the nursery if you need help setting up your schedules.
Wildlife habitat  - keeps the balance of nature working for us
· Limit the Amount of Lawn: Grass offers very little food or cover for wildlife. 
· Increase Vertical Layering: Increasing plant structure between the ground and the tree canopy 
· Provide Snags and Brush Piles: As trees become diseased or die, consider leaving them either standing or lying
· Provide Water: Water is an essential part of productive wildlife habitats
· Plant Native Vegetation: Use native plants whenever possible. Natives provide better food / cover, and require less care and maintenance.
· Provide Bird/Bat Houses and Bird Feeders: Adding feeders and houses of different types may increase the diversity attracted to your yard. 
· Remove Invasive Exotic Plants: Invasive plants aggressively take over natural habitats and can replace all the native vegetation. 
· Manage Pets: Cats and dogs can drastically impact wildlife. Cats are extremely good hunters and kill millions of birds and mammals each year.
· Reduce Pesticide Use: Anything you can do to reduce pesticide use in your yard will benefit wildlife. Most pesticides do not target one pest, but anything that comes into contact with it.
  PS – please don’t feed the deer. This actually encourages mountain lions, as well as they carry and distribute ticks that carry lime and other diseases.

Nurture the soil

· Feed the soil and the plants can take care of themselves! Chemical fertilizers contain salts that dessicate beneficial microbes in the soil. Without these microbes, plants have limited access to nutrients, and much of what you put on will be washed away. Organic fertilizers such as Dr. Earth and compost, feed the soil microbes, which in turn contain and release the nutrients to the plants as they are needed.
· No bare dirt. This leads to erosion, loss of organic matter, flooding, and weeds. ( ok, it’s ugly too)

· Mulch. Reduces water evaporation and helps moderate temperature. Keeps weeds down. Preferably use an organic one such as shredded wood (chips, bark) leaves, pine needles or even rice hulls. 2-3 inch layer is plenty. Too much can reduce air penetration and smother roots.

· Never use impermeable plastic. This leads to anaerobic conditions in the soil which breed disease causing organisms, and stinks! Also, plant roots need air.

· Compost. Organic matter leads to a healthy soil food web, which keeps your plants happy , well fed, and pests at bay.

· Limit rototilling. Churning up the soil on a regular basis destroys fungi, including mychorrhizae, earthworms, and other beneficial organisms necessary for healthy plants.
Less green waste

· Avg. US household generates 650 lbs. of compostables each year
· In CA, yard wastes are the largest component of municipal waste
· Grass clippings = about half the yard trimmings deposited in state landfills
· An average CA lawn produces 300 to 400 lbs. grass clippings / 1,000 sq. ft. annually 
· Design and select plants to reduce pruning 
· Lawns: Reduce area, use alternative species, grasscycle 
· Prune properly, water & fertilize judiciously. Organic fertilizers release slowly, grass not as inclined to growth spurts, so it stays green but less mowing for you!
· Use plant debris for mulch or compost
· Reduce, recycle, reuse & rebuy  - 

· ask the local tree service to dump their chippings at your place. Free mulch saves you money, and time weeding too!
· Broken up concrete from old driveways can be used to make paths or build raised beds.

· Compost,compost,compost as much as you can. Big piles, small piles, whatever you can handle.
In short, even the little things we do or don’t do can have an impact, especially over time. Come in and talk to us for more details and information on these huge topics. You can also have one of our experts make a house call to advise you on how to make your yard more efficient and work for you. ( There is a fee for this service. See a sales associate.)
